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TO CONRLSPUNDENTS.

No notise osn be taken of suonymans Communioations Wiyt
evor s Intended fur insertion wioet be sotbmtiosted 0¥ the
nsaue std sddress o ithe wtor—not hecessariy Lor publine
tiom, but ss & gusmaty of Lis good faith.

We oauuil utderiake to roiurs tejectod Communieations.

Subsc [bers, in sending us romdian es, frequently omit o aeed
yon the name of the Poot-Offics, sud very frequontly the
pmano of tho Btate, to which their paper i to be vt
ways mention the nume of the Post (flce and State

A lmited aumber of advertisements are taken
Tax Wexsry ThiBusE ot the mte of ons dollar n Do,

This paper has attained & oirculstion of 175,000
oupies, nod ie unquestionabiy the best medinm exteat
for adverisiog w the country. Advertisements sbould
be bauded (u st suy tune before, sud net Inler than
Tuseday of each weck,
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W ahall not be alile fe §

w Tar Trretse Atvianad antil
abiatPIanusty 5, owing 1o the necessity of regins ing some of vur
tables of Flootion Returns by others Juter snd more complete,

W believe thils Atmsnae will glve fuller and better Returne
fhan were evet bitore published so soou after s Presidentinl
Eteotion. Itu lista of Mymbers of Congress, prosent sud pros
protive, oy uol‘uin of the sote of this Congreas ot ite fivs! sesaion,
avronnt of the long cotitest for Epeaker, chronology of eveate in
Kaueas, usrintive of Walker's doinge wud (almost) andoiog in
Nicaagua, with the full text of Thowsn Jell=rson's Ii:.[ll-ll=
Ovllpanioe for the Guvernaent of the Federal Temitories, ke,
render this & most valusbie baudbook ter the politician or
student of bistory, Ondors loclosiog casb will be tilled o the
order of their reception. Bee ndvertimeut fusuother solnun
SePRpTA—————

Netbing of public importanee was done in Con-
gress yesterdny.  The House prssed several pri-
vate billa, It is expected that work will begin in
earnest on Mouday.

—

New Year's Day was kept up in this neighborhoud
in the usual way., The weather was fline, aud
¢ thing cecurred to war the generul appiness,

- -

The Report of the City Saperintendent of Com.
won Schools is printed in our coluoing this morn.
irg. It s & document of great lmportance, and
should command & carelul porusal,

———— e

Mayor Wood snd the Uxecutive officers of the
ity eleeted in Novewber were sworn into office vin
Thursday. The new Common Council will meet
a! noou on Monday,

———

Gov. King and the other new State officers
were inangurated at Albany on Thursday, The
Legislature will meet on Tuesday next.

The teport of slave insurrection, whish had ita
orig n some weeks since in the peighborhood of the
Tennessce iron works, on Camberland River, bas
been gradually propagated from locality to loeality
till it has sent a shoek of alarm through almost the
entire Scuthern States, Il rwmers, reports and
betiefe upon this subject eonld rl'ﬂt-'unb!y b taken
as wattems of fact, ove might well imagive that, in
additon to the underground raileoad to Canade,
with branches ramifying thiough all the Northern
Blave States, swd sirrching pedrer and neacer
every dus to the Gubd of Mesiso, there was also au
urdergrourd telegraps, by weans of which toe
pegties communieate Wik esch olser, and are
ennbed to dizreminate dissoutent and o plot
treason and rebellicn.

The alarm has exten’ed t0 New-Oripans and its
peighborhood, and the papers of that eity have,
after much hesitation and reluctance, ventured
upon its disonssion, To judge from what they
Lave to say on the subject, a grost diversity of
opinion prevails there, s elsewhere, both as to the
reality of the slleged plots among the negroes, and,
supposing that the suspecied plots nctually exist,
s to their nature, exteni, sud the sources whence
they originate. The Danly Bulletin does not believe
thst there is anything very serious on foot. It
even goes so far as irreverently to compare the ex-
intirg commotion to ‘a4 fempest o oa tespot.”
ws All know," says The Bulletum, ** how the slightest
"uhl st !ru"l] cirrmsiances ane mn‘mﬂ.‘]
+* by the ferti'e imasmations of sueiled or oreduions
. P‘n-",ull.‘ into oveuts of great mpo tance.’” Yet

even that jowrgal s peady o sdanl el s ajae vl

things exiate ot the South whioh may well sccouct

mrmmmﬂw..wspnrﬂ

the servile populstion. It oub-elﬁul the excite-

ments of the late prosidential esmpaign were ' car-

* ried too far, and that they had a deleterious efact

it ypon the subordination and quiet” of the 'l“.ﬂ S

We may rewark, in this conpection, and aa bearing

upon this view of the case, that the #lleged plot of
which {he slaves are suspected, 8o far as it has

apywhere been deeloped inany definite shape, sp-

peazs to be werely s plot to tunaway. Suck would
soem to have been tke idea of the hands em-
ployed in the Cumberland iroa works, II there
waa really any plot, which ia not quite ao car-
tain, it would scem to have beea a plot to im-
prose the Christmsa Holdays to move off in »
body fur the Fres States, and the insurrectiopary
movements so called, said to bave been dinenvered
elsewhere, seem to have been petty much all of a sim-
ilar charncter. Now, tbat there exiat all throngh
the Southern States chromie plots of this kind
pmong knots of slaves mors or less numerous,
world  seemn  to be Lighly probable, Plots
of this sort might, we wuspect, he at
ary time dieoversd, m very distsat and uacon-
rected locnlities, whenever and wherever the con-
duet and plavs of the slaves were subjected to that
rigid seruting which the recent alarm bas causad to
be exercised,  Such a scrutiny woald af sny tims,
ae we apprebend, develop . great deal of disgui-
etude among tha slaves, axd many projects of es-
cape, not confined to individuals, bat embracing
companies more or leas numerous, snd even o ex

tensive in some cases 88 to have some fitle to ha
negnified into a conspitacy. Nor ia such o state of
thinge st sil purprisiog.  Our Bouthera bretbren
have been f r several years past very busily em-
ployed o puttivg wto the heads of their siaves
precisely such couspiracies, Nodoubt *‘the ex-
“pitements of the late Presidential eampoign”
may huve grren & new impulee to these ideas ou
1he part of the slaves, but the process begau much
eatlier. Comld any  betler plan  bave been
invented to muke the alaves uneasy, than perpetu-
ally to represent to them, in the most exaggerated
terme, the progress of Abolition ideas at the North !
What more cettain way to ivstizate plots among
the slnves ta secure their own freedom, than to hold
up before their eyes the Northern States o8 the seat
of & powerful, vxtensive and implacable conspiracy
to the psme end ! Who eso doubt that the Fugi-
tive Slave law, for instance, and the painful and not
very ruccessful attempts to fores its execution upon
the unwilling North, have, intheir results, and in

the ideas they have been the weans of conveying to
the winds of the siaves, already prompted more than
o bundred escopes for every individual sinve that will
ever, to the eud of tune, be resoveaed under its pro-
vieiona? It is not alone *“on the outskirts of pnb-
“lie meetings,” about which, as The Balletin com-

plaine, **slaves arve permitied to haog by the over-
“kud indulgenee of their mastors,” that * the
muore intell'geut smong them cateh to some extent
the #pirit of the inflamatory harangues in which
imprudent politicians too frequently indulgs.” The
Llen 80 pedulously propagated in so many Southern

pewspapers—we may say in all the Southern news-

puipers—and so perpetually the subject of hoth har-

room and bouscbold discussion in many parts ol

the Southern States—the idea that it is neccsssry
for Southern slaveboldera to be constantly on their
wunrd sgaiost an alleged plot of the Northern States
1o ewaneipnte their siaves, eannel fail to penetrate
iutes the witds of the sluses themsolyos just ne fast
apd just s deep s it does iuto the moods of
the tasters; nor, haviog done 20, ean it fail to pro-
duce ita eatuml fruits, nullifiention, rebellion aod
sopuration in the one ease, nullification, robellion
sudd sepnration in the otber.

The Bulletie, Bowever, fuils to eowprehond the
il foree of ite 0w suggestion; or, at leat, to give
expression to it That journal finds the great daoger
to the ingtitution of Savery not so much io the agi-
tation into which so many Seathern politicinus are
sy in throwing the mmds at once of the slaves
aud the mnsters—the o'd proverb hoiding good in
this care, like master like wan—as in & certain ree-
tion of the non-slaveholding white population,
Gyiciong men who demorslize the negroes, sud
v pender them as depraved and worthless as them-
“gelyes, by furpishiog them liquer in order to ob-
“t{uin their money.” ** Thus brutalized,” says The
Bulletin, *and rendered insensible and reckisss,
+ they naturally become intractable and it tor any
o geeds, however forocious.”  The Crescent cow-
plzine, on the cther baud, ioextravagant termis, of
the extreme laxity of discipline, sud of the over
indulgence with which the slaves sre treated, call-
ivg fiercely for Deneoninn luws if necessary, against
bothbiack and white, to enforce the needed severity,
* Al the black codes of the Southern States de-
v wand remedeling, shouts The Crescent, “and in
¢ reframing them thers must be no sickly sentimen-
“tality,” The Picayune thinks the great danger
% from ‘‘an ivcendiary philanthropy,” operating
upon sud through the oumerous free colored pop-
ulation of the eity, ard it ealls loudly for a revision
of the lawe, principally with a view to Gd% re-
strainte upon that class of the populatien.

For vur own part, we doubt wuch whether any
thiog is to be gained by suy of these severs meth-
[NEN

How shallow ond sordid minds contemplate aad
deal with a great public question has seldom been
better illustrated $han in the following extracts:

. From The Jowranul of Commerce.

“Tue Dueiy o Svear—Every pew attempt to
grow cctton on & large scale in Il?»fe';;n ¢ Juntries—
whetber in lodis, Africa, the West Indice, or South
Amitiva—every preposed substitate for cotton, and
LWty proposed subatiute for sugar.cane, which {ar the
nament is supps sod to bave any chaaee of saccess—is
gkt at by the Alolitiennals and their voadjutors with
the capervess of despiration, in the hope that some-
bing will reswlt therefrom to damage the inferesta of
the s'nveboldicg Starve,  Hitherto, duq-}vdumnt has
ritended or fol'owed all such attempts.  The Southern
Nates still are, and aze likely to be, the grand source
uf for the eoitov-epinpers of the world, Du® puet
+ af the prewdo-phelaathroprats ave

trghtening wik hope on regard to sugar, Thev find
the pre duetion of sugar in Louisiara has fallea off from
455 000 hogsbeads iu I8G3 to 100,000 in 1856, and they
8 e now disposcd to complete the ruio of the busiess
I{nmlnn;: imported svgar duty-free. At prescnt Ut is
) per cent,

“We are oppesed o thiz measure on Natonal
erotnds, voless its advocates are also 1o ro-
weve the diuty from imported cottons and woolons,
relther of which branchies & at this time #2 mach de-
pavssed e is the sugar culture, We do nol mean t)
ray that we are io tevor of making woolens and eot-
tove duty-free—at preseot, we are oof.  Bat if & im-
}-.unn.t an intesest os domestic suger is to be orushea
ceaute it happens for the momen® te be deprassed,
tber we sy that Le sawe pricoiple ought to ba applied
‘o other sriicles which are struggling with foreisn com-
petition.

From tha New Yark Froeman's Jowrnal

“Tug Stk Quistion —The accnmulation of rur-
plvs revenue under our present Tardl bas affordid &
prefext for the exhibition of the residunm of bitter foe!.
ivg that lays at the hoart of the Cefested Black Repub-
cats. The quistuple alliapce of the prv4s isagaic o uait
< u the only possible common ground of agrecinea’ —hos-
1 i to the Bouth, The sagar questron b pur firward
e the cnterirg wedge to 1o pen Wie Siaveey aritation
spd we fenr Bt r rosol o i thae peopls be ool arou o
o the real motives that sudiciie the apparsul'y purs
action of Lemivias of te repea: o f the duty oo
stiic’e.  An #ppea’ has besti cooning!y made to thae

eohebiator v g Jvoid aad Wt st Ly mag i

e L LT

o'y branch of Bontbern industry, that receives protee
1oL urder our revenus lsws. Tue New-Englaod el
weot, with tha ald of the West, may succeed in cor-
ryiog tkle t, e Ke. * " * a truth s that
mary of & who are foremost in attacking the scgw
duties are pow, and have alwavs heen, profectionists,
tut they are willing to give the fie to the profession of

their hives, aad 1o €3bibit the mest glasing kocousiat
enry, for the purpose of Inflicting vengeance 00 the
Sotth. We feelimpellad ts spesk cat on this matter.
We repeat, that thie question will not ba decided on
its merits, ivdustrial or commercisl. It has already
been prossed ivto the service of the defastel party
Partizurs who subscribed their * Ten thousand’ In the
Ints ~omtest bave it in charge, and intend to o= it A3 A
rlitical war.crs te arouse the North agaiost the Sca'l,
K}' L] ling 1o the pockts of the forner, for 'lh‘.' par-
<ge Lf enfmebling, impoverishieg, aod imlictiog ven-
cesrce on the Iatter, )

Now it is #lightly amusing taat, at the very ke
that our two Buchanaw neighbors were thus fiercely
ssaaling the Republicans for their Abolition batred
and malice agsinst the Seuth—sa evineed in their
insidious ctusade sgainat the augar duly— Tu
Allany Ating wis assailing us on the very t‘p,’ﬁ"‘ﬂ?ﬂ
grourd—usmely, that we are atriving to maintain
the sugsr duty in opposition to the interssts and
dewands of Demoersts aud the great body of the
People. Tie TRIGUNE ard The Lrening Joarnal
are iustanced by The Atlas as foremnst in the con-
spiracy to tax and oppress the whole eountry for
the benefit of a few bundred caue-plaatars in
Louisisna and Texas, and The Ereming Post it
taunted with the Protectiorist compssy in which
its Dlack Republicanism has involved it. Thus by
one set of Demoeratic organs the Republicans sre
reproacked with unwosthily secking to retain, while
by snother set they are clarged wilh faciiously
s EIDE W abeilk the impost on Sugar’

Tt can bardiy be necesancy tu state that we up-
hold the Sugar duty from no  sectional,” ** fanati
bl or Y Abglition” impalse whatever. We be-
lieve it wisa aud expedient that our conntry should
try 1o produce the Sugar it reqtires, and we do not
axk nor cousider whether it be growu ia the North
or in the South. We believe i may be produced
over a'most the whole extent of our country—from
the Cnne in the Bouth West; from the Maple
througbeout the North; and from Sorghum and the
Ject a'moat auywhere, We beliere it cheaper in
the large siew to grow our own Sugar than te buy
it abroad, or even fo stesl the ialands which most
castly produce it. It may not bequite so chesp
this year unéer the existing duty as under absclate
Free Trade; but that the duty tends $o cheapen it,
and will witimately effect that purpose, we cannot
doubt.  Hence we stanud by the Sugar duty, and be-
lieve n mujority of the Republicans in Congress will
stand by it; but, whether they vote to retain or to
repesl it, they will be governed by no such motive
us that ascribed to them by The Freeman's Journal
and The Journal of Commerce,

Bowe hundred or a0 most respestable citizens of
Waorcester, Mass., bave called a Convention to meat
in that city cn Truraday the I5th inst., and there
st gopsider the practicability, probability aud ex-
“pediency of a separaten between the Free and
“iihe Slave States,” Their eall affirma **a rapid
“jncrense in the hostility between the two sections
sogf the U'nion,” and that this springs frem “‘a
sfundamental difference in eduestion, babits and
o awa:” and declares ke existing Union te be
oy failure, ns being o hopeless attempt to uite un-
ler ome government two antagonistic systems of
s socioty, whick diverge more widely with every
tiyenr.”

We differ with these gentlemen qnite as pﬂ‘..’;h'.”,'
respe pling facta as measures, We donot believe it
posaible to sever the Union at present, nor ever by
mesns of conventions ind resolves.  Federations
like curs sometimes perish through e nvuldon,
thrcugh civil ware, through eonquest: never, we
think, through cool, deliberate resolves with blood-
less accompariments.  Nor do we agree that the
North ard the South waintain ** sntagonistic ays-
tema of rociety.”  Diverse, they clearly are: con
fliciing, to some extent they may be; but to say they
are **antagonistic” implies that ours is the completa
antipude of Slave nociety, and that we cannot
sffirm. On the contrary, we see traces and relies
of the slave-system left here in New-York, asalo
w Philadelpbin, Boston and all around us, We have
nothing quite #o bad in the relatively Froe States s
the sluve auctions of Richmond and New-Orleans or
thewoman-flogging of Charleston or Mobile; but
the uvewployed sesmstress of New-York, who is
turned out of ber garret becsuse she can't pay the
ptiful rent, or the gauut laborer turned away from
the nlme-house gate, because be isn t sick or a erip-
ple, and therefore ought to get bia living by work
(n& be giadly would if suybody would just give him
the work, or show bim where he eould find it),
will not permit us to bosst of this as 8 laad of
thorough freed om.

We do ot believe there s any such radical differ-
ence between the People of the North and of the
South respectively as this Call alleges. True, the
ruling class at the South generally own siaves, while
that st the North doea not: but how faris thsa
difference of prnciple ! Suppose each adult mals
gitizen of the Fiee States were to-morrow to re-
ceive 8 Scutbern letter, saying, ** 1 beg lewve w0
‘gpprise you that, by the death of youe bachelor
+t upele sc-and-so, you are left beir to 8 dozen fat,
« healthy negroes, worth a thousand dollars per
sihead,” how mauy would repudiate the bequest?
In our judguent, not oearly all the Rapublicans,
pot balf the Americans, aud oot ore in twenty of
the Demoersts.  Yut it were abiurdly mistaken to
affirm a radical and fundsmental difference between
wen who hold slaves and men who weuld hold them
if they could only get them. We are quite sure
that, of the mwen who voted for Buchanaa in this
city, forty nine fiftieths believe in Slsvery, and
would not abolish it if they could. How eau such
peop e be expected to break up the Union, werealy
or main'y becsuse e« rtain parties to it are alave-
boiders?

As the csse atrikes uws, the love of Freedom,
batred of Oppressicn and tenderness of cuuszieace,
whick could nlove Lupel the Free States to scek a
separation frow the Slave States, would more toan
suffice to abolish Slavery o1 reduce its power over
tbe Unioa to insignificance. Before the Northern
People can have been bronght earmestly W say,
+We prefer Disunion with Freedom to the Union
“with Slavery,"” there wil be no Slavery to sa
coce frum,  Our Worcester Couventionists would
seem, therelore, to be driving their welge batt-ead
foremish,

S———

Iu cur brief £'lusion the other day to the aetion
brofight by the Earl of Lucan sganst the proprie-
tors of The Londom Darly News, we omitted to mez.
tioti (pe eircumstancs which makes it particulady
mterestivg snd, indeed, nvests it with an historieal
charneter. It was the first trial of & case (f Lbel
under the recent sci of Parliament, allowing the
propretor of & new:paper 1o plead in justification
that the wr ning evmpsited of x3s 8 boma fds 0o

nest un a stu'e ot facts, free fom msice, This
aw mnkes ad st netion 6 facor of 8 cewsusper, aad
protecia if oo feedom of gowment which o 0

makes & marked ers in the bistory of Free Discus-
sicn. and this trial, as the firet and probadly the
only cne under it, will always be remembered 0n
thet account, i not for its intrinsie importanc®.
Lord Msnsfield, Mr, Twies tells us in lu's‘ Life
of Lord Eidon, prophesied to the Duke of Nurth-
. s+ Lord EMon (then Mr. Seott—
unberisnd that Lo ( ;
and a young barrister just called) might Zz_re to see
the pewspapers write dukes out of their titles and
pessessions, st d the country out of its king. Though
the newspapers bave net yet fifilled this prophecy,
his Lordship would po doubt think they were on the
bigh road to do it, if he sonld but know that Queen,
Lords ard Commons had thus enlarged those dan-
gercus prerogaiites of the press from which he au-
gnred 8o mueh evil,
" This action was broaght in the Conrtof Ex-
chequer and tried Lefore the Lord Chief Baron and
8 Special Jury, The libel eonsisted of a leader of
The Daily News, arguing  the iacompetency of
Lerd Roglsn ae Commander-in-Chief (smong other
thiugs), from the damage dope %o the service by
“1ihe Lucan-Cardigan scundal.” Lord Lucan was
Major eperal commanding the cavalry in the
Crimes, and Lord Cardigan was Brigade-General
urder bim. These uoble lords were brothers in-
law, Lord Luecan having married Lady Anne Brud-
enell, sister of Lord Cardigan, and they seam to
barevuarrelled in a troly (raternal manner. Lord
Cargigan wee_permitted by Lord Ragla to
sleep on board vachr, seven mi'es fmr_n
his commsnd, and wassdhers eojoying himself as if
(n § pleasure excursion i Cowes, whﬂ.o_ma men
warn dying by dozers and his ALws estng esch
wiber's fails off in the extremity of tRE HArFation.
Lord Lucan seems to have tried to do hid
far as the order book went, but lacked the ficull}
of eowmanding obedievce to his onders.  Lord
Cardigen et an example of (pen insubordinition,
retusing to report himself to hia immediate superior,
but making his eommunications direetly to the Com-
monder-in-Chief, Instead of pu'ting him under ar-
rest, ns wo take it be might have dune, Lord Lurcan
contented bimself with comp'sining of the affront
to Lord Raglan, who, in bis turn, allowed this dis-
groceful state of things to continue, while he ae-
know ¢dged that Lord Cardigan was guilty of diso-
pedience. The whole thing was a comment of the
most instructive sort on the characterof the mil tary
branch of the Cireumlocution Office, and on the fit-
pess of Lord Raglau to direet its affsrs The Duke
of Wellington would have wade short work of the
matter, and perfunctonly relieved hoth noblemen of
their commands, if not of their vommigsions, And
so wou'd Lord Raglau, had it been Major General
Jenes and Brigado Gevernl Smith who bl thas eu-
dangered the public service by their priva’e ar-
rels, .
Then csd the terrile blunder of Balaklava,
« Rome one had blundered,” and, whether it were
Lord Luean or poor Capt. Nolao, it sent the Six
Hurdred riding straight **into the jaws of hell.”
Lord Raglan said it was Lord Lucan, and Lord
Lucan wrote 8 letter in reply, which bad the good
effiet of causivg the Home Government to rocall
bim. Then followed the Chelsea Tngniry, and the
finding, substantially, that nobody of raok and con-
sideration had done soything amiss.  On this state
of things The Duily News made its commeats. It
anid, in effect, that had these two lords had & com-
petent commander, and been treated na soldiers
only, they would bave been dismissed the serviee.
o Insolent and disorderly as they are—much -
“ glined to abuse their positions, relying vn tavor-
“ tism—they have sune military spirit, sad
+ gumetbivg might be wmade of twem by a firm,
vpgorous and competent commander,  Not beiag
+ g commanded, all their natursl and sequired
“ vices bad full play, and istroduced into the mi-
** litary bistory of the country an episode of the
 most dirgraceful descniption,”  The article went
on to say that this discreditable affair should be a
warning to the Duke of Cambridge ** to introduce
“into the service s deeper sense of responsibility
“and a more carnest sense of duty than the
“ trueulert insubordination of the two whirte-
** washied peers, and the frivolous tone of the Re-
4 port of the Chelsea Commission proves o pre-
i vail among the senior members of the profession.”
It was to vbtain redress for the wjary doge to his
character by these strictures thst Lord Lucan
brought his sction.
8ir Frederick Thesiger, for the plantiff, main-
tained tha! this style of comment was not meant
to be protected; that Lord Lucan had been cleared
of blame by the Chelsen Commission, and that to
speak of him asn ** whitewashed peer’ was a license
fur which the offender should be muleted in dama.
ges. He sprke aneeringly of the probable insig-
wiicance of the writer, which would very likely
bave sereeved bim from notice bad it beeu a signed
commun‘eation, but which beeame serions and
formidable when made the expression of the
opivion of » powerful press. Lord Lucan was
the ovly witpess cxamined, and in the cross-
exsp, ontho te was treated with the wost
mpnaiiisl severty by the defendant’s counsel, Mer.
Edw.n . ames, Q. C., who extracted from his lord-
ship ail *he subetsntial facts reeded for the defense.
I'h # rested solely oo the ground that the article in
quest ou was s mply the comment of az historian oo
a prhic event, The facts were all substantially
scmitted by tha plaintiff himself, and the only
qu-stion was, whether the defendant bhad exceaded
his !egal province, Fle was very severs on the two
lords, their scandalous quarrels, and their white.
warhing commigsion, aod affirmed that the censure
of the publie could resch cfienders of this clase
otly through the press.  And be concluded by ap-
peaimg to the Jury to sustain the rights of the
press and of the public by refusirg to be the instru-
wert of Lord Lucan's vengeance, “The Lord Chief
Baron (Polloek) charged the Jury that under the
vew law of libel, the questioms they were to
pass upen were, 1. Was the ma‘ter complained
of ivjurivus to the character of the plaiatilf; 2. If
0, then were the comments f1ee from malice, bona
fide and fuir. If yes, they muet fod for the de.
fendant; i vay, for the plaintif, withzuch damages
as they thowght justice required. In cbout balf an
hour the Jury returned a verdiet fur the defeadant.
The verdict was received with cheers in the Court
roem and with geperal aatisfacton theoughout the
covntry, We apprehend that the fresh atteation
which this trisl bas drawn t0r his Crimean history,
the ingenuous tortures of his cross-examination,
the sesthing speech of his adversary’s connse!, the
speedy verdiet aud the spprobation it has every-
where met with, will make the plantiff fesl that
** soqe ope had blundered” elsewhere than st Bala.
klavs, snd that be will recoguize the blunlerer in
this case, at less! as the Earl of Lucan,
O
The Mimphis Eagle and Enguirer saze that the
recent Presidectial election indicates ry clearly
thin a'vot on of & l"l‘l‘ﬁ-.‘ol] Prn;m-at_ i |-~|',¢I' and,
st all events that there iy nothing clearcr than that

a eupyiguaton of the pulicy of Mr. Plercs by Mr,

Free.Sail party. It further g% " We h}n
. indeed been saved from the en ity of Fre.
« mont's election by the bare candia.\¥ of Me,
o Fillmere; and many there are of bh friends
« both st the North and the Sou'h who w.ll b
++ ynwilling sgain to enter a Presideatial canvfais
“ merely to serve as 4 flanker to corer the weak
« points of the Democratic party and then get
i eyrses for our pains.” .

Arguing secondingly from these premises, and
that the Demoeratie party will be too much ** de-
moralzed” with the elements of other partics fo
merit that appellation, and that whatever may be
the result of 1500 disunion is inevitahle, tha Ten-
nessce journal argues io favor of ** looking out for
ancther port.” [t is agaiost 8 Southern Confed-
‘eracy as understood by Brooks, Wise & Co.”
o Their ides,” the aditor astutely obserses, ' ap-
++ pears to be to unite all the Slavchoiding Siates
“into & great Soutbern Confederacy, after the
«the order, we suppose, of the Germauie Con-
“ federacy, in which Virginia and South Care-
i+ lips will play the part that Austria and Pruses
« play in the great Lager-Bier Empire beyoad the
poean, Now, against just sucha Southern con-
i federncy as this we, as 8 member of the body
s politie, haviog as much tight to spesk as Brooks,
« Rhett, Wise or any of their ik, enter our earnest
o and solemn protest.” Teonessee, we Ie.m_: ‘nut.
<bould have, sccordipg to her natural positivn,
e vneetion with Arkansas, Miwsinsippi, Lf-umanu
and Texss, pesitively, and Cuba, Mexico aud
Cruteal Ausericn prospeciively.

Thus it secms that the swagger of Brooks, Wise
& Co_ has disgusted Tennestee as well ae Obio,
New York and New Eogland,  The editor sces far
snd clearly into the nature of any Southern alliance

v overseers of Virginia avd South Carolins,
who have buey 40d u'mtrnllﬂl th:wd:g:f;;fn ::'
the North. Ale ganing

quarre!, even before his death-

THE LATEST NEWS,

MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH.

THE FIRST IN WASHINGION.
Bpecial Dispatol to The N. ¥, Tribuce
WasuiNeToN, Thursday, Jan. 1, 1557,

New-Year's Day was inaugursted with a light
snow storm, which somewhat reduced the usual
turn out of pedestriana.

At 11 v'clock the President received the Diplo-
watic corpe, and at 114 sll the Naval officers now
in the ¢ty were formally presented. Subsequently
iLe doors were opened at noon for the public at
Inrge, and the sdmirable arrangements for ingress
sud egress preveuted any pressure from a throng at
tLe vutsed.  The sttendance on the oecasion mani-
fested the effect of departing power; fur while it
wos respectable it did not compare numerically with
foimer oecusions,

The Foreign Legations, members of both Houses
of Congress and citizens, visited Secretary Marey
in great uumbers, The houses of Secretariea Guth-
rie, Davis, McClellsud and Campbell were open
ord much recorted to,  Judge M'Lean was gener-
ally called upon.

Seputors Seward, Bell and Benton received a
goud proporiion of soc.al reapect,

Many residences of private citizens were hospi-
tably open and welcomed the floating popuation
sechivg p ensure,  Altogether the day pnssed off
rereeably, and the New-York custom of wakiog
calls ubiained general approbation.

Gen, Coss errculated freely, and was congratu-
la*ed upen his approuching tranafer from the Senate
to the State Department, which he received with
visible eatisfaction, leaviog the plain inference to
be drawn from an sdmission in reply to a rally on
this point, that it required two persina to make a
burgaiu; elearly wigmfying that one bad done his
part.

—_———
FROM WASHINGTON,
Bpecml Diapated te The N. ¥. Tribane
"VasuiNatos, Friday, Jan, 2, 1357,

There is oo truth in the statement that the Mia-
gour: cnse hus been decided or even considered in
coosultation by the Judges. Consequently the
rumors represzoting that all the Court but two had
pronounced againet the constitutionality of the
Missouri Compromise are unfounded. Whenever
judgment shall be rendered, it will be found, if the
real merits of the case are considered, that the tri-
bunal will be nearly divided, unless extraveons in-
fluerces should prevail,

The Comwittee on Public Lands are still unde-
termined as to the final form of the Paeific Rail-
road bl At Mr. Rusk's inatance, the King and
Waiker Carporation, with other Companies, were
included as grantees for the Southern route; but
the prejudice raised sgainst the former has tended
to dumesge the prospect of the whole entarprise,
and, therefore, it may be recoucidered. This and
otber caures bave produced some reaction on the
minds of the real friecds of the project, so that
besitation is entertained almo:t against any effort
this session, from the contlieting interests involved,
The Committee will meet oo Mondsy to compare
plans snd conclude upon the eourse to be pursued,

No wileage scheme has yet been settled. Mr,
Sneed, Chairman of the Committee, has a plan for
abolishing all mileage and inereasing eompensation;
but this inequslity is too obvious to command
FUCTRES,

Corgress stunds adjourned till Monday, when it
ia hoped busivess will seriously begin. The House
paseed about fifteen private hills to-day, which was
sowe progress.  LThe Benste met for form's sake
only.

—_—— —
FROM WASHINGTON.
' Wasninnaros, Friday, Jan. 2, 1857,

There i po truth in the extersively-sirculated raport
tiat the Supreme Court has come @ & conclusion on
the Miszooni Dired Boott slave case. It Is cortain that
11-:&;& Lave not yet bad a cousaltation vpon the
e

Sepator Hamln will resizn kis acat to-morrow and
forthwith proceed to Maige, prelminary to entering on
the Govervorship of that State,

Finncia 8, (.‘I‘utun of New-York was to-day cun-
firmed by the Senate as Consul to Mcscow.

Tte Kensea nomina'ions bave wot Jet been actad
sSpor,

;‘}{h. coeideretica of the Revolutionary Saldier bill
will be resumed on Monday in the Beuate. Mr. Baw.
ard bas the flore snd will speak in support of the bill. 4

In reply to the inguiry of the Sensle, relative to the
better security of steam veesels ngainst accidemt by
fire, the Secretary of the Navy bas traeswittad s com-
wuLicativn from the Duresu of Construction, in which
it in said po varindun s requined in the ordinary eon.
arructien of veses of wood tor this purpose, but in that
part «f them where boders aud fire rooms are sit
a greater dogree of security can be given., To this en
it s rereidered practicable and expediest that boilers
for sl sea-goirg eamers, ard all haviog shelr boilery
under the main deck, or usisg & forced drauglt, have
their fwnares sunounded by the watar of the "R,
or mhat s termed water bottoma: that amoke chim
pevs eatend aboys the continuous deck next over the
heilere; that al! fie rocme be covered with iron ead
that s r'wilar substacce be used for the protaction of
cthe 7 parts most exposed to combustion,

Tte petition of the New York State Mititary Asso
ciatlon 1s tn joseession of the Seuatq 8 Committes on Mi-

litis, Tt waks for & m“iuuwdhe Mudtia laws aad
nnual approprialica L)
:mirgcndqﬂ; the militls of the seversl Sistoe,
and that they be of Iatest and most ¢ pat-
terns, the groater part of thae pow boing distrbotal
being w

mo

;g the billa to be introduced ia the Souats is 00e
by &r:far Fish, providing for the removal of the oh-
sirvctiops at the entrance of New. York harber. in ac-
with the memorial of the Chamber of Com-
metce of that eity, and soother hy Semator {;l..:r L re-
peal the law granting bountics for catchiog ;

XXXIVia CONGRESS.
SECOND SESSION.
SENATE..Waswisaton, Jan. 2, 1857,
On motion of Mr. SLIDELL & resointion was
adcpted requeeting the Preeident, if not incompatible
with the ulﬂv interest, dt: ﬁ;rguioth the - stbosn
ies of all the o rrespoudeace betweon our -
::?:‘l:.ami that of the Nuhc[ﬂ’mrd&ht? to the r;oﬁ‘n.:
of the dipomatic agents o ter o appear bely
the C of Justice of the United Statos and give tes-
timony, it criminal cascs  of facts bearing thermea ol
which they may be cognizant, This refics to Mr. Du.
bois, who declined to appear in the Herbert case,
Adjourned till Monday.
ENTATIVES
HOUSE OF REPRESEN ‘ES.
The House was occupied exclusively with e coae
sideration of private bills, and paseed thirteen of tham,
Adjourr ed il Menday.

PR
LARGE FIRE AT HALIFAX.
Havi#ax, Friday, Jan. 2, 1857,
A fire broke cat here yeaterday at 4 oclock in the
afterpoun, in the vast building on the cornes of Holliss
and Prince streets, estending from thence south to the
residence of Dr. Allan, crossing Holliss street ansd
burning nearly the whole block between that aad Gran
ville etreet, including St Matthew's DPreshytenan
Chwoeb, Twenty bulldings were comsumed and thie
tecn partially desiroyed. Two ¢ntire biocks, from Bed.
ford Row to Barmington street, were gatted. Tae scoun
is most desolating. The streets are filled with goods
and furuitore,  Severn] porsons were seriomaly injured,
but po lives were lost, The estimated losa is $100,000,
-”>» —
ANOTHER AFFAIR OF HONOR.
Barrivors, Friday, Jan. 3, 1897,

Messie. A J Darganand T, L. Hargrove mmal
of Itt:elli'oﬂh Carolina 14 gielatere, went out to fight &

- .
(}.vvem“HThvm r‘::nln-ml{ed vovernor of ~nerth

Caroliva at Raleigh yestorday.

Nomail this ma}ng south of Savannah.

o

_—‘-—-—
DPEPARTURE OF MISSIONARIES.
Bostox, Friday, Jan. 1, l'}n‘.
James Mo Donald was sentenced to thres {ul'l in tha
House of Correction for manslaughter in killing Michasl
Keagaor. )
The burk Henry Hill sniled to-day for Smyrns, with
a number of missfonariea on board. z
-_——
RATLROAD ACCIDENT. .
Ciscissari, Thursday, Jan, 1, 1857,
A frvight locomotive on the Contral Oliio Rauroad
exp yesterday afternoon, killing the eugineot aaud
rakonai.

—_— -
THE NIAGARA AT BOSTON. )

Bostoy, Friday, Jan, 2, 1857,

The steamship Nisgara reached her dock hare at 11
o'clock this moming, Her malls go forward in the af-
ternoon overland train, due in New.York about mid-
night. Our files furnish pothing of interest i addition

to the Halifax dispateh,

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT.
Wasnisoton, Friday, Jan. 3, 1857,

Case No, 35: Moses C. Mordecai ok, al., appellaats,
va, M. W. and N. Lindsay, ownors of achoover Mary
Eady, &v.—Argued by Mr. Phillips for a lanta, and
the {h'n. Reverdy Johnsen and Mr. Johuson, ir. for
l[lku!unﬂ. +

No. 5: Burr 11, Natts, 8 ‘pnlhnt. ve. John H. Leawi
ot. al —Argued by Judge Butler for appellant, and th
Hon, Heverdy Jolinson for appelloes.

—

THE STATE PRISON MURDER,
Bostoy, Friday, Jan, 2, 147,

The Coroner's inquest on the death of Mr. Toansy,
late Warden of tke State Pricon, rendered s verdict
this evening. It was to the offeet that Charlse L, e
eatur, aling Charles L. Catin, killed the Wardon with o
shoe-knife, with malice aforethought, and atated tha!
the furee of the officers in the prison is insuffi ient t
presorve disciplioe there, and tha® whilo convicts son
ienced to the State Prison for committing doadly as
ssults nre allowed means and opportunitios to o mmt
the same crime while serving out their sentenca b
prisen thore can ba no securily ngainst the sade.fies &
i ther vauable 'ves,

In the crpe of Win, 8, Tuckerman for defranding th
Fasto rn Kadrond Company, the arguments of couose
were ¢loecd to-day and J utige Abbott will charge th
Jury to-morrow forencon,

——eee

PARDONS BY GOV, CLARK,
Avpasy, Friday, Jan. 2
The following pardons have been granted
Clark since the 2ith of December:
Morris K ugh, aliss Miller, convicted of grand
In.rnenyi 1 - two gmomed elght months.
Theodore Hudson, ceny; term five years;
served 20 months, r X
W. H. Dalton, geand larceny; term two years,
served two montls,
Robert Cnruthers, ﬁ:'.md larceny; term thres year:
served eighleen months,
Thomss Burns, grand larceny; term twe ydars
1 Vit gead
Y. T. Valentine, larcony ; term tw
served five months, ¢ e yaen
E. A. Howard, grand larceny, term four years
perved one year,
Matrinus. Kopper, burglary;
servid sixteen monthe,
Urish B, Low, burglary: tenn ten years, sorved one

1457,
'lry Gov.

term throe yomm

year,
Jorry McClair, for i term three
uumlhi’; perved alw::pgunw et
Patrick Hauney, tape; term ton years; served twea-
ty-four mootba.
James Colo, rape; term ten years and six months;
eerved one year.
_Barved Kooney, rape; term ten years; served twanty
e Hoges, sasndiiayli
L _r.
served eloven monthe,
The Governor has also granted the fullowisg com-

mutations:
John Hendiicksou, robbery; lerm, tem years:
gu’:nzied to four yea:s aud two months; tims expired
Wm. Hickey, grand larceny; torm commautal from
!'nu: y::m to two years and thiee moaths; time expired

tarm two yomra,

Russell Johowon, grand larceny; term ol .

from five years to four, tiwe expires Jaouary 4.

Forrester Youug, burglary; term mmm:?dhm tea
to five years; time expires 8 11, 1857,

Fainck Cox, sssauit with ioteat to kill; term com.
gnuted from thice years slx mouths 1o two years two
monthe time elp’md Janunry lat.

—— . ———
Markrias,

CHARLEATUN y.r. 3. = Cortos—Salee 1o Jay Lir buies,

sed e the w oh FL0n, of an sdwance of (9 Mdbiic g

lag.

Kiw.Ontuans, Dee. 30 —Corrox—8ales 6,9 babes, ot firm
prices. MoLassis selling at #%ic. Red Whrat o 40 Eu
n Hay o2 Otber mrticlon suclanged,

FROM WASHINGTON.
THE PROSIECTS OF KANSAS.
Corre pondeuce of The N. Y. Tulbuae.
WastuxaTon, Dee, 31, 140,

The letterof Mr. Granger, Member frota the XV h
District of New-York, recently published in The
Syracuge Journal, saying that ** Kansas is tv coma
“in ns 8 Free Siate—casy,” quite overstales the
séotiment bere upon that subject, Iudesd, it 00
very surprising that any wan, bowever sanguiue he
mey be, could have been surprised into such s d#-
claration except from the sudden balsrity arsing
from a burst of delight at the uuexpected aspect of
tameness manifosted by Southern leaders sines the
election.

1t in mot best to go too far nor too fast laaay -
rection on this grave omd complicatad ues! .
There is uo doubt that, in view of the overwheim-
ing demonst: ation of the Repubiiean party i \he
North, the Southern leaders are alarmed #1590
dapgera whioh menace the continued agoendeacy of
their followers in any part of tha Fres Blales.
Their forces there have baen eut g pisces, sod ]
the genersi shock but few goqiticas have basa
retsived by them., They must prssarve (hess 3

wel on Toesday last, but it was amicably adjusted on ’

g
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